MARLBOROUGH
Majesty may find twelve judges to your mind, but hardly
twelve lawyers." However, after various dismissals and ap-
pointments the Bench was packed, and a test case (the Colonel
Hales case) arranged. The dispensing power was upheld by
the court. Armed with this, James in May granted a dis-
pensation to the curate of Putney, although he had become a
Catholic, to continue in his benefice. At the same time
Roman Catholic peers were admitted into the Privy Council.
In January 1686 he set up an Ecclesiastical Commission, an
instrument declared illegal by the Long Parliament, whose main
function was to prevent Anglicans from preaching against
Catholics. Bishop Compton had already been dismissed from
the Privy Council. He was now suspended from his functions
as Bishop of London.
By the end of the year James had driven away many of his
most faithful friends and disquieted everybody.    Halifax, who
had saved him from the Exclusion Bill, was brooding in the
country.   Danby, only liberated from the Tower in 1684, had
perforce abandoned his dream of Church and King.     He saw
it could never be realized with a Papist sovereign.    Albemarle,
son of the General Monk who had made the Restoration, had
quitted the royal service in dudgeon.    Bishop Compton,
whose father, the Earl of Northampton, had fallen in the Civil
War, who had himself been an officer of the Life Guards,
was in strident opposition.    The loyal Parliament which
had rallied to James against Monmouth and Argyll could be
brought together no more without the certainty of quarrel.
Its lords and squires sat sullen and anxious in their homes
amid their tenantry.    The Church, the bulwark of Legiti-
macy, seethed with suppressed alarms, and only the powerful
influence of Rochester upon the bishops and clergy prevented
a vehement outburst.    Soon the two Hydes, both Rochester
and Clarendon, were to be chased from the King's side.
In those days the King was the actual head of the executive
Government; he chose his own Ministers and settled his
own policy. There was no recognized right of opposition to
the Government. James had now made it clear that he would
only be advised by Ministers who whole-heartedly accepted
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